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PIRI (Partners In RBCA Implementation) 

RBCA “Rebeeca” (Risk Based Corrective Action)

• Forum of Atlantic Provinces’ regulators; industry 
representatives; regional consultant professionals; and 
support from essential corresponding members

• Champion progressive and sustainable management 
of impacted sites

• Promote brownfield development through 
communication and engagement of government and 
private sector stakeholders

• Encourage legislative changes to implement 
harmonized and sustainable remediation approaches

• Monitor, evaluate and integrate into the Atlantic RBCA 
process, appropriate advances in risk assessment and 
management techniques for impacted sites

• Remediated properties = fit for use, are repurposed or 
ready for new development
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Strategic Goals

Maintain and enhance 
consistency among the four 

Atlantic Provinces

Provide regulatory support

Improve Atlantic RBCA process

Integrate appropriate advances 
in risk assessment and 

management

Encourage harmonized 
regulatory and legislative 

changes

Further site redevelopment 
through enhanced 

communication and 
engagement of stakeholders



Partnership, driven by;



What we have done

• Three iterations of harmonized technical criteria fo r 
clean up, and standardized approach at risk 
assessment/management

• ( Version 3.0 of Atlantic RBCA in place as of 2012)
• Started with V 1.0 in 1999
• Ecological approach by partnering with EC in last 1 0 

years
• Vapour intrusion assessments since 2006- New 

products on the horizon



• Modernized 
Atlantic RBCA 
website

• Published 
publicly 
accessible 
information on 
contaminated 
sites report

• Released annual 
reporting 
summary
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• Completing 
economic benefits 
analysis 

• Scoping analysis 
of third party 
notification issues

• Developing a 
communication 
plan

• Providing continued 
support to provincial 
initiatives as needed

• Conducting jurisdictional 
scans contaminated 
sites/brownfield 
regulations

• Engaging stakeholders 
through conference 
attendance/presentations



Relationship to Brownfield 
Redevelopment
• Atlantic PIRI/RBCA provides science 

based tool for risk 
assessment/management and closure

• Partnership provides support and forum 
for collaboration

• Enables closure and transaction of sites 
effectively (Over 6000 since inception)



The regulatory context and 
Brownfield enabling tools
Supports individual provincial efforts

– Prince Edward Island- Regulation 
supported directly by PIRI/RBCA tools



Individual provincial efforts

New Brunswick- Comprehensive 
Brownfield redevelopment policy

– Now focusing on standalone brownfield 
regulation

– Supported directly by Atlantic RBCA tools 
and Partnership Forum



Individual provincial efforts

• Nova Scotia developed regulation in 
2013

• Adopted RBCA tools, supported by 
Partnership

• Specifically incorporated  regulatory 
Liability closure provisions for 
brownfield type sites



Individual provincial efforts

Newfoundland

– Supported directly by Atlantic RBCA tools 
and guidance

– Use guidance/policy at this point
– Participate in harmonization efforts at the 

PIRI table



Closing

• Enabling Brownfield Redevelopment is 
a key component driving PIRI work

• Collaborative model has worked very 
well in Atlantic Canada for moving 
forward sites into productive re-use



Atlantic PIRI    
(contact us)

info@atlanticrbca.com

Atlantic RBCA                 
(updates and regulatory information)

www.atlanticrbca.com 

Atlantic RBCA online training   
(learn more)

www.rbcatraining.com
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Québec
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Legal and regulatory framework for 
contaminated-land remediation in 
Québec, and recent developments

Canadian Brownfield Network Conference
Toronto (Ontario), June 14th, 2016 

Mathieu Laporte-Saumure, Ph.D.
Contaminated Lands Branch,
Québec Ministry of Sustainable Development, 
Environment, and Fight against Climate Change
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Presentation outline

• Legal and regulatory framework for soil contamination and 
land remediation in Québec
– Environment Quality Act (EQA)
– Regulations (3)
– Contaminated-soil management sites in Québec   

• Soil protection and land remediation Policy (1998)

• Recent developments
– New 2016 Policy

• Intervention Guidance
• 2016-2020 Action Plan

• Financial incentive programs



18Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Environment Quality Act (EQA)

– Triggers for land characterization and to provide a remediation plan if 
soils are contaminated above regulatory concentration limits

– Three main situations
• If a designated commercial/industrial activity ceases permanently (31.51)
• If it is intended to change the use of land on which a designated 

commercial/industrial activity has been carried (31.53)
• If a person intends to rehabilitate all or any part of a contaminated land 

on a voluntary basis (i.e., without being required by the EQA) and leaves 
contaminants in the land in a concentration above regulatory 
concentration limits (31.57)

– Risk assessment



19Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Environment Quality Act (EQA)

– A fourth trigger is possible
• The Minister may order any person or municipality to submit for approval 

a rehabilitation plan (31.43)
– If it appears that contaminants in concentration above regulatory 

concentration limits are present in a land, or 
– If contaminants, even though not listed in the regulation, are likely to 

adversely affect the life, health, safety, welfare or comfort of human 
beings or the environment in general



20Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Environment Quality Act (EQA)

– Knowledge of the location of contaminated lands in Québec
• When a characterization performed pursuant to the EQA reveals that 

contaminants are present in a land above regulatory concentration limits, 
the person or municipality has to put a notice of contamination in the land 
register (31.58)

– Concentrations above Schedule I of the Land Protection and 
Rehabilitation Regulation

• A notice of decontamination may also be registered if remediation has 
been carried out and a subsequent characterization study has shown that 
no contaminants are present above regulatory concentration limits (31.59)



21Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Land Protection and Rehabilitation Regulation

– Applicable regulatory concentration limits
• Schedule I: Residential, and sensitive uses (e.g., elementary-level and 

secondary-level educational institutions, childcare centres)
• Schedule II: Commercial/industrial uses   

– List of designated commercial/industrial activities for which the EQA 
triggers apply (Schedule III)

• Based on the 1997 North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)



22Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Regulation respecting the burial of contaminated soils

– Conditions or prohibitions applicable to sites used in whole or in part 
for the burial of contaminated soils

– Soils containing 1 or more substances with concentrations equal to or 
greater than the limit values in Schedule I (burial criteria) can’t be 
buried before being previously treated 

• Unless a report proves that a substance in the soils can’t be removed in a 
proportion of 90% following an authorized optimal treatment and there is 
no available technique for that purpose (a dispensation is needed) 

– In accordance with the Regulation, a contaminated soil burial cell can 
be built on land being remediated  



23Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Regulation respecting contaminated soil storage and 
contaminated soil transfer stations

– Conditions or prohibitions applicable to
• Contaminated soil storage sites

– Soil with concentrations below Schedule II of the Land 
Protection and Rehabilitation Regulation (comm./ind. criteria)

– Temporary storage of soil destined to beneficial reuse (e.g., 
daily cover in landfills)

• Contaminated soil transfer stations
– Soil with concentrations below Schedule I of the Regulation 

respecting the burial of contaminated soils (burial criteria)
– Temporary storage of soil destined to a treatment center 



24Legal and regulatory framework in soil contamination 
and land remediation in Québec

• Regulation respecting contaminated soil storage 
and contaminated soil transfer stations

– Soil storage outside the source site (land of origin)
• Article 6 of the Regulation states that soils with 

concentrations above Schedule I (residential criteria) of 
the Land Protection and Rehabilitation Regulation can 
only be sent to:

1. a contaminated soil transfer station
2. a contaminated soil storage site
3. a contaminated soil treatment site
4. a contaminated soil landfill
5. a residual materials landfill
6. a site for the final disposal of hazardous materials 
7. tailings areas, but only for soils whose metal and 

metalloid contamination results from the 
activities of the enterprise responsible for the 
tailings area
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Contaminated soil management sites in Québec   

• In Québec, there are currently
– 5 authorized contaminated soil burial sites
– 28 authorized contaminated soil treatment centers

• Contact info of the authorized sites can be found on the 
Québec Ministry of Sustainable Development, Environment, 
and Fight against Climate Change website
– The website also contains a list and contact info of companies applying

in situ remediation technologies 



26Soil Protection and Contaminated Sites Rehabilitation 
Policy

• The 1998 Soil Protection and Contaminated Sites 
Rehabilitation Policy is used in parallel with the legal and 
regulatory framework
– Sets the basic principles in terms of land remediation in Québec

• Prevention principle
• Rehabilitation-reclamation principle
• Polluter-pays principle
• Fairness principle

– Background concentrations for metals/metalloids (A levels)
• Based on brook sediment analysis
• Background concentrations were determined for the 5 geological 

provinces of Québec    
• Generally the 95th percentile of the distributions for each inorganic 

parameter



27Soil Protection and Contaminated Sites Rehabilitation 
Policy

– Management options for excavated soils
Contamination
level

Management options

< A Unrestrited use

A-B
(B = residential)

- Fill on a contaminated site under remediation for a future residential use or on any 
industrial or commercial site provided its use does not increase the level of 
contamination on the receiving site (and no perceptible hydrocarbons odours)
- Daily or final cover material in a sanitary landfill

B-C
(C = commercial/ind.)

- Optimal decontamination in an authorized treatment site and management 
according to the cleanup level reached
- Fill on the source site provided its use does not increase the level of contamination
on the site and this site is used for industrial or commercial purposes
- Daily cover material in a sanitary landfill

> C - Optimal decontamination in an authorized treatment site and management 
according to the cleanup level reached
- If preceding option impractical, final disposal in an authorized secure soil landfill



28Soil Protection and Contaminated Sites Rehabilitation 
Policy

– Groundwater criteria
• Two types of criteria may be applied, depending on the potential 

groundwater receptor
– Drinking water criteria (DW)

� Usually if a drinking water well is located ≤ 1 kilometer downstream of 
the site    

– Seepage into surface water or infiltration into sewers (SSWIS) criteria
� Sewers, surface water, building drains
� Based on surface water ecotox values (with an attenuation factor)     

Parameters DW criteria (µg/L) SSWIS criteria (µg/L)
Pb 10 34
Se 10 20
Benzene 5 590
… … …
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Recent developments

• Intervention Guidance

– Describes the technical, administrative (e.g., permits), legal and 
regulatory aspects of interventions associated to contaminated lands

– Contains a revised soil management grid, including more beneficial 
reuse options for contaminated soils, such as 

• Cover for revegetation of mine tailings
• Sound/visual berms for risk assessment remediated site
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Recent developments

• Action Plan: Objectives, strategies and actions to be 
accomplished in the next 5 years. Aims to

– Modify regulations in order to allow more beneficial reuse options
• E.g., use soils respecting residential limits to fill abandoned quarries

– Favor soil treatment rather than soil burial

– Favor the development of green treatment technologies (in situ)

– Favor brownfield remediation in cities for an increase of territorial 
densification, which will contribute to less transportation, and less 
greenhouse gas emissions
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Financial incentive programs

• Existing program: ClimatSol

– Created in 2007, will be ending March 31st 2017
• Program intended to help municipalities rehabilitate brownfield sites 

under their responsibility 

– 60 M$ budget
• 48 M$ were already invested in 262 projects
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Financial incentive programs

• New program: ClimatSol-Plus

– Program in the continuity of ClimatSol, with measures added to fight 
against climate change, and simplify administrative management  

– Component 1
• 10 M$/year allowed for the next 3 years in the 2016-2017 provincial 

budget 

– Component 2
• 25 M$ allowed to rehabilitate brownfields with important potential for 

economic development (over 5 years)
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Financial incentive programs

• New program:

– Financial support for innovation in the development of green 
technologies related to contaminated soil treatment and land 
remediation 

• 2016-2017 budget: an additional 2.1 M$ over next 3 years 
(700,000$/year)

• The Ministry intends to establish a partnership with academic research 
centers for the development of green treatment technologies 



Ontario



Legislative Updates and Addressing 
Brownfields Redevelopment ‘Stumbling Blocks’

CBN Conference – June 14, 2016
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Note

This presentation is for information only. Users should seek legal or 
other professional advice in connection with any particular matter. 
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Provincial Role in Brownfields

• Two related public policy goals:
o Protection of human health and the environment
o Supporting economic and community development

• Help ensure that brownfields are safe to build on while making the 
redevelopment process more predictable and streamlined to enable 
provincial built form and urban design objectives to be met
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Brownfields and Land Use Planning

• Ontario’s policy interest in brownfield redevelopment includes a land 
use planning lens

• Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 provides policy direction for 
efficient development patterns to optimize the use of land, resources 
and infrastructure
o Continues to provide support for brownfields redevelopment by 

promoting intensification and redevelopment
• Provincial plans provide direction for specific geographic areas of 

the province to address environmental, growth management, and 
economic issues
o All planning decisions shall be in conformity and not conflict with 

provincial plans in effect
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Legislative Updates

• A co-ordinated review of four provincial land use plans: the Growth 
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak 
Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, and the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan, began in February 2015

• The proposed changes to these four plans are currently posted for 
stakeholder and public comment
o Continued commitment to encouraging brownfield 

redevelopment to meet intensification and density targets and 
support infrastructure investments such as public transit

o Direction for beneficial re-use of excess soil generated from 
construction and infrastructure projects
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‘Stumbling Blocks’

• Many financing tools are property tax based, not at the front end; 
traditional lenders may be reluctant to finance remediation phase

• In small communities, a lack of market drivers for new development, 
including brownfield redevelopment, is a significant barrier

• Regulatory process is perceived by some to be slow and too 
restrictive
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Encouraging Redevelopment

• Shared roles and responsibilities between all parties

• Engage property owners and the community to create opportunities
o Branding and media coverage
o Community buy-in

• Understand the regulatory requirements and options available
o Awareness and expertise
o Education and outreach
o Peer learning groups and forums

• Promote financial incentives
o Range of tools available
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Modernization of Brownfields

• MOECC’s Modernization of Brownfields initiative is focused on 
enhancements to Risk Assessment (RA) and Record of Site 
Condition (RSC) service delivery rather than changes to the core 
technical aspects of the current program framework

• A modernization priority is to implement an enhanced supporting 
framework for Qualified Persons to enable the translation of field 
work into high quality RSC/RA submissions that meet MOECC 
requirements and expectations

• A key outcome is to increase stakeholder confidence and certainty 
in RA/RSC service delivery timelines to encourage and attract 
brownfields redevelopment that supports climate change, 
intensification, and aligns with the coordinated plan review
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Outreach to Qualified Persons

• MOECC continues to reach out to Qualified Persons to increase the 
quality of RSC and RA submissions

• “Submitting Records of Site Condition – Getting it Right the First 
Time” article available on the Association of Professional 
Geoscientists of Ontario website

• Aimed at identifying the top 10 mistakes Qualified Persons make 
when submitting RSCs for filing

• Goals:
o To address common errors and provide tips and solutions for navigating 

the submission and filing process
o Reduce the number of submissions before a RSC is ready to be filed to 

the Environmental Site Registry
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Financial Incentives

• Assist municipalities in adapting policy and programs to local goals 
and resources
o Local economic development
o Redevelopment projects 

• Help meet convergent planning policy objectives
o Intensification (transit, sustainability)
o Use of existing infrastructure (fiscal capacity)
o Environmental

• Provide opportunities for tax partnering
o Brownfields Financial Tax Incentive Program (BFTIP) is a 

provincial funding program that provides matching education 
property tax assistance for the rehabilitation of brownfield 
properties
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New BFTIP Resources

• Updated application form and annual progress report form
o Accessible and fillable pdf versions
o Located on the Central Forms Repository (can also link through 

MMAH’s ‘Financing a Brownfield Project’ page)
o Added features including add/delete function for multiple 

property owners, multiple addresses, and multiple parcels; 
clearer field entry and drop-down lists for consistency and easier 
processing 

• Updated BFTIP guide in progress to clarify process
• Streamlining internal procedures (within MMAH and with MOF) to 

help expedite applications, e.g., pre-review of application supporting 
documentation including draft municipal tax assistance by-law
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Excess Soil Management Update

• MMAH working with MOECC on implementation of MOECC’s Best 
Management Practices guide

• Minister approved a grant to the Canadian Urban Institute (CUI) at 
the end of March 2016 to develop an interactive, online site 
alteration by-law language tool to help municipalities develop or 
update by-laws (like a model by-law but with more flexibility for local 
decision making)

• CUI will be conducting stakeholder consultation and outreach; 
anticipating final product launch end of August 2016

• Aggressive timeline to respond to stakeholder requests for 
assistance and resources; potential to revisit project once proposed 
policy changes come out of MOECC



June-15-16 Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 47

Excess Soil Management Update cont.

• MMAH working closely with MOECC and other partner ministries 
(MNRF, OMAFRA, MTO) on implementation of the proposed policy 
framework (EBR comment period closed March 26, 2016)

• MOECC is reviewing the comments received, will adjust the 
framework if needed, and finalize the framework document

• MOECC is moving forward with some actions, like the excess soil 
stakeholder and engagement group (first meeting June 22, 2016)

• Proposed timelines are included in the draft framework document; 
many pieces are being developed within this calendar year (e.g., 
standards, regulation)
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Conclusions

• MMAH has a role to play in aligning brownfields redevelopment with 
land use planning, and encouraging municipalities to use tools at 
their disposal and leverage their capacity to redevelop brownfields

• MMAH and MOECC collaboration is critical to ensuring that 
redevelopment goals are met while at the same time protecting 
human health and the environment



Brownfield Related 
Legislation

Alberta, Saskatchewan & 
Manitoba

Monique Punt, P.Eng., M.Sc.
MPunt Environmental Consulting

Presented at: 
CBN Brownfield Conference – Revitalizing in a 

Changing Climate
14 June 2016



Outline
� Alberta

� Contaminated site legislation
� Municipal planning legislation

� Saskatchewan 
� Contaminated site legislation
� Municipal planning legislation

�Manitoba
� Contaminated site legislation
� Municipal planning legislation



ALBERTA



Alberta 
Legislation and Guidance
� Alberta Environmental Protection and 

Enhancement Act, 2000, Chapter E-12
� Part 5 of the Act, on Release of Substances, 
contains provisions related to brownfield 
redevelopment activities

� Legislative guidance - Alberta Soil and 
Groundwater Remediation Guidelines 

� Environmental Site Assessment Repository 
� Online, searchable database - scientific / 
technical information about assessed and 
reclaimed sites throughout Alberta



Alberta
Site Assessment 
Requirements
� Alberta Environmental Site Assessment Standard (Mar 1, 2016) 

� Follows Canadian Standards Association, Phase I & Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Standards
� Record of Site Condition

� Depending on type / nature of release, Phase II ESA and Record of Site Condition form must be submitted to Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development
� Assessments and Record of Site Condition must be completed by the licensed professional 
� More information available on the Record of Site Condition web page



Alberta
Remediation Guidelines
� Alberta Soil and Groundwater 

Remediation Guidelines – 3 available site 
management options:
� Tier 1 generic guidelines

� Protects sensitive sites - can be used at most sites 
without modification

� Tier 2 site-specific guidelines 
� Modified Tier 1 guidelines using site-specific 

information
� Exposure control - Alberta Exposure Control 

Guide (May 3, 2016)
� Use of exposure barriers / administrative controls 

based on risk assessment



Alberta
Municipal Planning 
Legislation
� Municipal Government Act, 2000, Chapter 

M-26 
� Municipal requirements related to brownfields:

� Develop Land Use Bylaw
� Create a Municipal Development Plan (pop > 3500) 

� Municipalities can also develop a Community 
Revitalization Levy for a Community 
Revitalization Plan Area
� Form of tax increment financing - levy on the incremental 

assessed value of property
� Helps promote revitalization and redevelopment 
� Enables a municipality to raise revenue toward the 

payment of infrastructure and other costs associated with 
redevelopment of the area

� Maximum CRL term is 20 years



SASKATCHEWAN



Saskatchewan 
Legislation and Guidance
� Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2010 
� Saskatchewan Environmental Code

� Contains a collection of legally-binding requirements 
� References standards for the management of environmentally impacted sites

� Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment Guidance Document: Impacted Sites 
� Describes the process for managing impacted sites



Saskatchewan
Site Assessment 
Requirements
� Site assessment requirements based on 

solution chosen:
� Acceptable Solution:

� Pre-defined process, agreed-upon, acceptable risk for 
most impacted sites

� Alternative Solutions (Site specific)
� Outcomes equal to or better than those specified in the 

acceptable solution 
� Site assessment and National Classification System for 

Contaminated Sites required 
� Minister’s acceptance required 

� The Code outlines the site assessment activities 
that require involvement of a “qualified person” 



Saskatchewan
Remediation Guidelines
� Endpoint Selection Standard - Options for remediation guidelines:

� Tier 1
� Saskatchewan Environmental Quality Standard (SEQs) generic values 
� Ensures that human-health/environment protected regardless of site conditions

� Tier 2 
� Non‐applicable SEQ exposures scenarios eliminated and higher values chosen 

� Tier 3 
� Based on site-specific environmental quality values developed through human health or environmental risk assessments

Level of understanding of the receptors, pathways and source characteristics increases as tier increases



Saskatchewan
Corrective Action Plans
� Saskatchewan Environmental Code Chapter on Corrective Action
� Corrective Action Plans

� Required if site assessment indicates the property meets the definition of an environmentally impacted site in the Act
� The Code outlines when a “qualified person” must be involved
� Includes selected endpoints for the site and technologies to be used to achieve the endpoint (see Reclamation Technology Standard)

� Must be approved by the Ministry



Saskatchewan
Remediation & Closure 
Requirements
� Remediation/Risk Management must be 
performed as described in the Corrective 
Action Plans 

�Closure Report
� Submitted to the Ministry once the endpoints 

are achieved
� Submitted along with an updated National 

Classification System for Contaminated Sites 
spreadsheet



Saskatchewan
Municipal Planning 
Legislation
� The Saskatchewan Planning and 

Development Act (2007) - Allows a municipal 
council to adopt an Official Community Plan:
� Provides municipalities with planning bylaws tools 
that may be applied to brownfield development

� Required to identify policies that address 
sustainable land use and development

� Can be used to:
� Identify / prioritize brownfield sites for redevelopment
� Identify municipal financial or tax-based incentives to 

encourage brownfield redevelopment



MANITOBA



Manitoba 
Legislation and Guidance
� Contaminated Sites Remediation Act 
� Contaminated Sites Remediation 

Regulation
� Guide to the Contaminated Sites 

Remediation Act
� Manitoba Sustainable Development 

guidance documents



Manitoba 
Site Assessment 
Requirements
� Site assessment performed as per Contaminated Site Remediation Act and Regulations

� Non-Intrusive Environmental Site Investigation (i.e., Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment) 
� Intrusive Environmental Site Investigation (i.e., Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment) 

� Manitoba Sustainable Development shall be notified if impacts at the site are greater than reporting standards
� Further guidance on conducting site investigations can be found in guide: Environmental Site Assessments in Manitoba



Manitoba 
Site Designation
� As per the Contaminated Sites Remediation Act, sites are designated as follows:
� Contaminated site = Contamination poses a threat to human health or safety or to the environment

� Notice of a site designation is sent to: Land Titles Office, Registered owner(s) of the site, Persons with a registered interest (e.g. a mortgage) in the site, Municipality within which the site is located and Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship site registry
� Impacted site = Contamination does not currently pose a threat, but may pose a threat in the future

� Notice of a site designation is sent to landowner, identified Potentially Responsible Persons for remediation and site registry 
� Undesignated = Results of a site evaluation indicate that contamination does not pose a threat to either human health or the environment
� Further information on the designations and the notifications required can be found in the Guide to Designation of Contaminated and Impacted Sites in Manitoba



Manitoba 
Remediation Guidelines
� Remediation/risk management criteria 
options:
� Tier 1 Evaluation (criteria-based environmental 

quality guidelines)
� Tier 2 Evaluation (site-specific objectives)
� Tier 3 Evaluation (risk assessment based 

objectives)
� Further information on the tiers -

Manitoba Sustainable Development Risk 
Assessment Criteria web page



Manitoba 
Remediation Planning
� Remediation Plan required for a Contaminated Sites or an Impacted Sites

� Includes proposed procedures and methods to be used to reach the remedial or risk management criteria
� Responsible party must undertake the remedial and risk management activities outlined in the approved Plan
� Must be submitted to Manitoba Sustainable Development
� Guide on Submission of Remediation Plans for Impacted and Contaminated Sites outlines the requirements



Manitoba
Municipal Planning 
Legislation
� Planning Act requires that municipalities create a Development Plan, for a planning district or a municipality,that:

� Sets out development plans and policies 
� Includes physical, social, environmental and economic objectives
� Through maps and statements of objectives, directs sustainable land use and development 
� Can include policies for brownfield redevelopment and land use designations that accommodate brownfield redevelopment 
� Must be consistent with the policies of the Provincial Planning Regulation 81/2011 - promotes intensification of lands, including the reuse of brownfield sites.  

� The Planning Act also permits adoption of secondary plans (i.e., a brownfield plan)on any matter contained in the development plan
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B.C. REGULATORY UPDATES

“Omnibus” updating of remediation standards - Three primary 
goals:

1. Universal updating of existing standards, and derivation of  
new standards for emerging contaminants.

2. Add purpose-derived new standards for new Wildlands and
High Density Residential land uses.

3. Add a mandatory provision for “fixed-term” future updating 
of standards (e.g. 5 year cycle).



B.C. REGULATORY UPDATES (CONT’D)

Identification of contaminated sites
• Consulting on possible redesign of existing process to:

• eliminate statutory decision step (“Site Profile”)
• eliminate existing “freeze/thaw” and allow land 

owners/developers to plan own schedules prior to obtaining 
ministry certification of remediation

Relocation of soil from contaminated sites
• Consulting on possible redesign of existing process to:

• eliminate statutory decision step (“Contaminated Soil 
Relocation Agreements”)

• emphasize public notification, record keeping, and ministry 
compliance verification/audit



B.C. REGULATORY UPDATES (CONT’D)

Development of options for BC Brownfield Strategy 2.0
• Builds on BCBS 1.0 (2007-2014) and learnings therein
• Research contracts underway for (i) jurisdictional scan of best 

practices, and (ii) quantitative business case
• Targeted and general consultation planned for Summer and Fall 

2016

Ongoing creation and updating of supporting protocols, 
guidance and procedures
• Including several related to groundwater protection:

• Water Use Determinations (Protocol 21)
• Groundwater Mapping
• Remediation (Draft Technical Guidance 22, Draft Protocol 5)



BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT STUMBLING BLOCKS

Some thoughts from B.C.’s experience
• Stemming from comparatively prescriptive regulatory approach 

brought into force in 1997…
• Demand for review/approval/certification services soon outstripped 

ministry’s ability to deliver; “backlog” created; addressed, in part, 
through creation of Roster of Approved Professionals

• Additional streamlining of regulatory processes and reduction of 
ministry staff workload still required; hence, the two regulatory 
review projects on site identification, and soil relocation described 
earlier

• The key appears to be striking the right balance between the 
degree of regulatory prescription and both (i) ease of 
understanding/use by stakeholders, and (ii) ministry staff effort to 
deliver



www.siteremediationinbc.com
www.gov.bc.ca/siteremediation


